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Medium Term Planning –Year 6
What kind of civilisation were the Maya?

	History Focus:
As historians we will be studying Ancient Maya. We will focus on the key concepts of raw materials and social hierarchy. By the end of the topic, we want the children to be able to answer the question “What kind of civilisation were the Maya?”
 
	Prior Learning:
Children have already learnt about the importance of raw materials across many time periods. In some cases these materials have helped to build the strength and power of a nation, for example in the Roman period (Y3) metal was used to make their army stronger and more powerful, and stone was used to create roads and walls that helped them to battle and defend their land. Similarly in Ancient Greece (Y5) raw materials such as olives were traded with other countries, which made the civilisation very powerful. However in other cases raw materials were mainly used to help civilians be self sufficient, for example in Ancient Egypt (Y5) the vast fertile land surrounding the River Nile allowed for Ancient Egyptians to grow their own food.
Children have explored the concept of Social Hierarchy in the Roman period (Y3), Anglo Saxon period (Y4), Ancient Egypt (Y5) and Ancient Greece (Y5).


	Key Concepts: 
Raw materials
Social hierarchy

	End Points:

· Children will be able to refer to the importance of farming in order for the Maya civilisation to become self-sufficient.
· Children will be able to understand that the social hierarchy of the Maya was based on its belief systems.
· Children will be able to talk about how the Mayans were advanced in their recording of information such as calendars, hieroglyphs and number systems.
· Children will be able to use a range of sources as a basis for historical research. 

	Chronology

1. Can I confidently sequence a number of historical events/time periods and show some understanding of their varying durations?

2. Can I identify where the Mayan period fits on a chronological framework in relation to other periods studied?

3. Can I confidently analyse connections, changes, trends and contrasts over time, particularly in relation to the school’s key concepts? (e.g. how has social hierarchy changed through time?)
Communication

1. Can I present detailed answers to historically valid questions and hypotheses by selecting relevant historical information and dates?

2. Can I confidently use appropriate vocabulary when describing historical events and concepts?

3. Can I produce structured work that makes connections, provides a range of contrasting pieces of evidence and analyses historical trends?

Enquiry, Interpretation and Using Sources

1. Can I use a wide range of sources as a basis for independent historical research?
2. Can I begin to devise my own historically valid questions about change and continuity, cause and consequence, similarity and difference and significance?
3. Can I evaluate sources and make inferences?

	Learning and Activities:

Block 1-

In these lessons, focus on the raw materials of the Maya. Explain that Mexico is split into low lands and highlands which helped with the production of raw materials, such as maize/corn and cocoa. In low lands, maize/corn was farmed (the people sowed seeds and crops). In highlands, cocoa beans were farmed in rainforests (grew naturally on trees and was gathered/harvested by Mayan people). Maize was a staple in the people’s diets (made up to 80%) See Twinkl ‘Maya Food’ ppt for information on how corn and chocolate was produced by the Maya. Explain how human population rose in Mayan settlements due to plentiful food supply. Incorporate a food tasting in these lessons. Touch on how historians believe that the collapse of the classic Maya period came around 950 AD due to droughts (therefore the Maya people were not able to grow/farm foods to stay self-sufficient). 

Lesson 1
All resources on Y6 google drive.
Activity 1

Try to answer the following question. ‘What kind of civilisation were the Maya?” 
Think of three questions you would like to be answered about the Maya.
Activity 2
Read the PPT called Ancient Maya on the Map.
Using your map, label Mexico.
Label the highlands and lowlands and briefly which different foods were grown in both areas.
Lesson 2
Activity 1

Read the following information and watch the following video on Maya farming:

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zq6svcw/articles/zd844qt
1.What did the Maya farmers produce?

2.Why were they successful?

3.What were the three types of Maya farming?

Activity 2

Read the following information and watch the following video on Maya food:

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zq6svcw/articles/zgqgr2p
4. Give three interesting facts about cocoa?

5. Why was maize said to be the food of creation?

6. Which ancient Maya foods are still eaten today?

Lesson 3
All resources on Y6 google drive.
Food tasting of butter beans, sweet potato, avocado, chilli chocolate drink, honey.
Make notes on taste, texture, smell and preference on the recording sheet.
Block 2-

Begin with timeline to set the scene of the chronology of the Maya (Steve Kenyon timeline*). Discuss duration of time period and how it compares to others they have previously studied. Ask children if they can devise some of their own questions based on the world history timeline (e.g. why was the ancient Egyptian period so long and why did it eventually end?) Touch on how our learning this term focuses mostly on the ‘classical’ Mayan period from around 250-950 AD. Discuss previous learning about food in the Maya- What other raw materials did they have and how did they use them? Despite the chronology of the time period, they lived similarly to a Stone age civilisation in terms of technology. They did not have metal tools due to the geography of the area (no sources, limited trade links across the Atlantic) so mainly used stone tools and clay tools. Show image of Mayan pyramids. Compare to Egypt and how they used metal tools. How did they build these without metal tools? Explain that Mexico was rich in a hard stone called obsidian which could be carved to make a sharp edge. Stone and chocolate were traded with neighbouring city states.

Lesson 4
All resources on Y6 google drive.

Activity 1

Children can look at a whole world timeline and locate when the Mayan period happened.
From this - children can write sentences and list what other periods were happening at the same time. At this point they do not need to make any reference to actual times
Activity 2

During this activity, children are to gain a better understanding of how long the Maya period lasted for in relation to other periods of history.
Children to use timeline strips of various times in history (strips will include the dates of when they began and ended. Children to write up their findings e.g. the Maya were around for   years compared to Ancient Egypt that was around for years. Children to gain a better understanding that some periods in history were a lot shorter than others but nevertheless it still made an impact.
Lesson 5
All resources on Y6 google drive.
Introduce the concept that the Maya did not have metal tools due to the geography of the area, compare to Ancient Egypt who did have metal tools and how they used them. Explain that Mexico was rich in hard stones called obsidian and flint which could be carved to make a sharp edges. Stone and chocolate was traded with neighbouring states. Compare to the Ancient Egyptians who used hammers and chisels.
Discuss who do they think were more advanced at that time, The Maya or the Egyptians or was it more luck depending on what materials were available to them.
https://archaeopress.wordpress.com/2017/03/17/metal-tools-of-the-pyramid-builders-and-other-craftsmen-in-the-old-kingdom/
Children write a paragraph explaining who they thought were more advanced at that time Egyptians or Maya? and why.
Block 3- In these lessons, focus on social hierarchy in the Maya. Is this similar or different to the Egyptians? Look at pyramid image of hierarchy in Maya and compare to pyramid image of Egyptian hierarchy. What is the same/different? Talk about how priests in the Maya were at the top of the social hierarchy due to people’s beliefs that they could communicate with the gods. They would tell them how to live their lives and had control over the people. Focus on Mayan gods- children to independently research a god and present ideas about the god to the class.

Lesson 6
All resources on Y6 google drive.
Give the children clues which describe different groups in Mayan society. 
Activity 1

They should work as a team to match the clues to different people (Slide 1 + clue cards). Discuss their choices and correct any mistakes. Ask the children to then rank these people in order from least to most important in society (Slide 2). Ask some children to come to the front and give them a large picture of a different member in society. Use these children to create a ‘human order of rank’ discussing as a class where each person should be placed. Show the children the actual order (Slide 3). How does it compare to their ideas?
Activity 2 Recap Egyptian social hierarchy. PPT and pyramid.

Activity 3 Look at both the social hierarchy of the Maya and the Egyptians. What are the similarities and differences?

Lesson 7
All resources on Y6 google drive.

Activity 1 – Read the information, watch the video and answer the following questions.

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zq6svcw/articles/z2gkk2p
1. What did the Maya believe?

2. How many gods were there?

3. What did the priests do?

4. What was the cosmos?

5. Complete activity 1 on Maya gods and glyphs.

6. Complete activity 2 on Maya beliefs.

Activity 2 - Children to research a god and present ideas about the god to their class or create a card game/fact file for Maya god.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FhlmbT5_YQM
Block 4- In these lessons, compare the purpose of the pyramids in Egypt to the pyramids in the Maya. What are the key similarities and differences? In Egypt, the pyramids housed the tombs of pharaohs. They were built with smooth angled sides to symbolize the rays of the sun and were designed to help the kings’ souls ascend to heaven and join the gods. Refer back to previous learning about pharaohs being the top of their social hierarchy. In Maya, the pyramids were built mainly for religious purposes. The pyramids were considered scared by the Mayans; they formed the centre of public life and were used for holy and sacrificial rituals. The steps up the side of the pyramids were intended for priests to climb to pray to the Mayan gods. Show the most famous pyramid- Chichen Itza. Refer back to the previous learning about priests being top of the social hierarchy. Although some did contain burial chambers for kings similar to the Egyptian pyramids.
Lesson 8
Children to recap on Egyptian pyramids from Year 5 and also discover why Mayan pyramids were built. Use Egyptian pyramid and Mayan pyramid fact sheets to help then complete the comparison sheet on books. 
All resources on Y6 google drive.

Block 5- In these lessons, focus on how information was recorded by the Maya. One of the things the Maya was really advanced with- focus on calendar, number system and hieroglyphs. The number system was more logical and advanced than the previous Arabic system. Refer to codices/glyphs/kin/uinal on knowledge organiser.
Lesson 9 - medicine
All resources on Y6 google drive.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xe_xesPSMWk
Who were the Maya medical experts?  

What sorts of medicines did they have? 

Which medicines would have been effective for malaria?
Which medicine would have been effective to use as a form of antiseptic? How did they produce this medicine?
Lesson 10 – hieroglyphs
Children to discover that the Ancient Maya used a series of symbols to write using syllables.
Using a chart to help. Children can write their own messages/names using hieroglyphs.
Chart available on Hamilton trust 
Also discuss the Maya codices that is still around this present day.
http://mayacodices.org/learn.asp
Copan stairway
https://www.atlasobscura.com/places/hieroglyphic-stairway-of-copan
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cnrrdOXbhRU
All resources on Y6 google drive.


	Key Vocabulary

(highlighted words have 
been previously taught)

· Ancient

· Duration

· BC/AD

· CE/BCE

· Settlements

· Civilisations

· Society



	Assessment 

Final session- Writing assessment

Can children answer the topic question “What kind of civilisation were the Maya?”
e.g. How did they use raw materials to help them live? How did they record information? What were their beliefs? How was social hierarchy different in this civilisation compared to others?



