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Medium Term Planning –Year 4
Autumn

	Music Focus

In this unit, children will be shown some basic chords and practise these, learning to strum correctly.  They will learn pieces and songs that use these simple chords.  They will practise playing as a group, keeping in time with others and accompaniments.


	Prior Learning – Year 3
Autumn term: In this unit, children will be introduced to playing the ukulele for the first time. They will learn the names of the strings and the chords C and Am. 
Spring term: In this unit, children will continue to increase the range of chords that they can play on the ukulele. They will learn to play the chords F and G7. Children will continue to build a repertoire of different tunes on the ukulele. They will also incorporate a range of different instruments within performances.   
Summer term: In this unit, children will continue to learn different tunes on the ukulele. They will apply the chords that they have learnt this year to playing different tunes. They will also develop their confidence in singing along with playing the ukulele and will perform what they have learnt in the end of year performance for parents. 



	Focused assessment objectives: 

· Play melodic and rhythmic parts as part of an ensemble, keeping in time with other players.

· Recognise different metres 2,3,4.

Musical Knowledge and skills taught in this topic

· Holding a ukulele correctly.

· Strumming simple chords correctly.

· Playing pieces accurately, keeping in time with others.


	End points:

· Sing mostly in tune, showing greater awareness of pitch-matching.

· Begin to recognise different instrument families (percussion, woodwind, brass, string) from sight and/or sound.

· Keep a steady pulse accurately on an instrument or with movement.

· Play simple melodic patterns on tuned instruments.

· Follow simple performance directions (e.g. starting, stopping).

· Being to improve own work.

· Recognise and understand symbols for tab notation. 

	Key Vocabulary
Ukulele, strum, chords, open string, accompaniment


	All music lessons are taught each Friday by Mrs Edgar our peripatetic music teacher. Mrs Edgar plans each lesson using the structure set out below. This may be adapted slightly to suit the needs of each individual class. Each music lesson follows the structure set out below: 

· Listening/instrumental task (showing live music). 

· Main lesson – focusing on current learning of chords and tunes on the ukulele. 

· Challenge task (based on lesson objectives). 
Block 1

L.O: To be able to hold a ukulele correctly. 
Recap learning from Year 3. Remind children the correct way to hold their ukulele. Recap the names of the strings and the chords that children can remember from Year 3. Introduce children to the chord C on their ukulele. 

Block 2

L.O: To be able to strum simple chords correctly. To play pieces accurately, keeping in time with others. To recognise different metres 2,3,4.
Recap how to play the chord C and teach children the chord Am (these chords feature in most of the songs that children will learn this term). Explain to children what a metre is in music (regularly recurring patterns and accents such as bars and beats). Introduce the song Ho Hey and begin to play this tune on ukulele. 
Block 3

L.O: To be able to strum simple chords correctly. To play pieces accurately, keeping in time with others. To recognise different metres 2,3,4. 

Recap chords and learning from last lesson. Continue learning to play Ho Hey on ukulele. 
Block 4- Block 5
L.O: To be able to strum simple chords correctly. To play pieces accurately, keeping in time with others. To recognise different metres 2,3,4. 

Children will be introduced to the tune Roar and have a go at playing the tune on their ukulele. This tune uses the same chords as Ho Hey. 
Block 6- Block 7
L.O: To be able to strum simple chords correctly. To play pieces accurately, keeping in time with others. To recognise different metres 2,3,4. 

Children to recap the tunes that they have learnt to play so far on the ukulele. Introduce children to the chord F. Children will learn to play Iko Iko My Bestie using the chords C and F. 

Block 8- Block 12 
L.O: To be able to strum simple chords correctly. To play pieces accurately, keeping in time with others. To recognise different metres 2,3,4. 

Recap learning so far. Recap the chords C, F and Am. Over the next couple of lessons, children will learn to play Best Day of my life, Stay with me and Just the way you are. These tunes all use the same 3 chords. 

Block 13- Block 16
L.O: To be able to strum simple chords correctly. To play pieces accurately, keeping in time with others. To recognise different metres 2,3,4. 

Continue learning the chords C, F and Am. Continue learning to play tunes that use these chords: Best Day of my life, Stay with me and Just the way you are. Children should now be beginning to move accurately between chords. 


	Resources 
YouTube Resources: Ukulaliens Ho Hey (chords C and Am), Roar (C Am), Iko Iko My Bestie (C F), Best Day of my life (C F Am), Stay with me (Am F C), Just the way you are (C Am F)


